
 

 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Information regarding IHO S-63 certificate 
Over the last few months there have been a number of emails and letters sent out to ECDIS users from 
the IHO, PRIMAR, IC-ENC and different chart providers on the subject of the new S-63 certificate 1.1. 
This is the need to replace the S-63 certificate on all ECDIS systems in order to continue to be able to 
use ENC data. On receiving this information a number of Jeppesen customers have contacted us for 
more information and instructions on what they should do, but as the information is not quite correct we 
would like to clarify the situation as follows: 

There are two ways that official ENC charts are distributed; the first is in S-63 format (encrypted S-57 
data) and the second is in System ENC format known as SENC. Both are accepted for paperless 
navigation in an ECDIS. S-63 format data, when received on the vessel, is loaded into the ECDIS, 
decrypted, verified and compiled into the internal format of the ECDIS; only then can the data be 
displayed and used. SENC format data is distributed to the vessel in a ready-to-use protected format, i.e. 
it is already in the format that the ECDIS recognizes so it is simply copied to the ECDIS itself. There are 
a number of advantages to SENC distribution, not least the fact that the data has been quality checked 
before it is distributed and the ECDIS does not have to use hours changing the data to the internal 
format of the ECDIS. Jeppesen distribute official ENC charts in SENC format.     

The information that has been distributed regarding the IHO S-63 Certificate 1.1 only applies to the 
decryption of ENC charts being used in S-63 format, SENC data is not affected by this certificate 
change. If you use any of the Jeppesen ENC, Jeppesen PRIMAR or Jeppesen Professional+ products 
they will not stop working if the certificate is not replaced on the ECDIS. However, the ECDIS should be 
updated with the new certificate in case you need to use S-63 data at a later stage in time. The 
certificate can be obtained from the IHO website and is valid until 2033 
(http://www.iho.int/iho_pubs/standard/S-63/S-63_SA_Certificate.htm). Most ECDIS manufacturers have 
web pages giving information on how to install the certificate into their ECDIS, but there is normally an 
“install IHO Certificate” option on the S-63 menu.  

If you need more information on this issue you may contact us or your ECDIS manufacturer. You can 
contact us by mail to license.marine@jeppesen.com or call us at +47 51 46 47 52.     

 

Best Regards 

Paul Elgar 

OEM Strategic Business Manager 
Commercial Marine 
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